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sending their children home. American
parents are asking for someone to help
and help them bring their children
home. If the State Department had the
will, they would find a way to bring
our children home.

f

BALANCED ENERGY POLICY VITAL
TO AMERICA’S NATIONAL SECU-
RITY

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to urge the House and Sen-
ate conferees to reach a compromise on
energy legislation that President Bush
can sign into law this Congress. In this
time of war, we forget about that
sometimes a balanced energy policy
has never been more vital to America’s
national security.
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In fact, it is long overdue. It is esti-
mated that we import about 60 percent
of our energy, much of which comes
from hostile parts of the world. When
the American people are confronted
with quotes from Saddam Hussein urg-
ing other nations to use oil as a weap-
on against the United States, the
pressing need for an energy bill cannot
be any clearer.

A balanced energy policy is also cru-
cial to spur a much-needed economic
rebound. Less reliance on foreign en-
ergy imports and increased domestic
production would create hundreds of
thousands of jobs for the American
people. That is jobs in this country.

I urge my colleagues to reach a com-
promise and pass this legislation. It
will protect and revitalize our national
and economic security.

f

CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the
strength of our economy is built on the
honesty, integrity and transparency of
our financial institutions. Over the
years, weakened Federal regulation of
accounting practices has allowed cor-
porate greed to run rampant and has
led to the failure of some of our largest
businesses. When these businesses fail,
thousands of employees lose their jobs
and pensions while corporate execu-
tives become rich. These captains of in-
dustry do not stay with a sinking ship,
they jump off first, and they jump off
with all the treasure.

This is not a simple problem of a few
bad apples; the problems are systemic,
and we need major changes in our
country’s accounting practices of our
corporations.

What is important to remember is
that when corporations fail, workers
lose their jobs, families hit hard times
and children suffer. There must be a

zero tolerance for corporate corrup-
tion.

f

CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY
(Mrs. MYRICK asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, cor-
porate responsibility and personal in-
tegrity is on the minds of most Ameri-
cans. After all, honesty and integrity
have always been the backbone of our
American way of life.

When I was a young girl, I used to
frequently see my dad seal a business
deal with a handshake, which he al-
ways honored. There sure is not a lot of
that going around today, is there?

We, the Members of Congress, have
an opportunity to play an important
role, beyond our usual duties, in deter-
mining the future direction of Amer-
ica. We have a very clear choice of ei-
ther being examples of steadfast integ-
rity or continuing to just be more ex-
amples of the lack of integrity we see
so much of today.

Which will it be?
f

CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY
(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
why was President Bush’s speech on
Tuesday so badly received? Why did
worker after worker who attended the
speech just say it was mere politics and
not substance? Why did the market
drop hundreds of points after the Presi-
dent made his speech on Tuesday?

It is because of a lack of confidence
in the Bush-Cheney team that it will
demand accountability from its big
contributors on Wall Street and its
CEO friends; because of the coziness
that the Bush-Cheney team have with
wealthy interest group after wealthy
interest group.

Let me give an example. Three weeks
ago, President Bush and House Repub-
licans trooped off to a big fund-raiser
where the prescription drug industry
gave $2 million to the Republicans. The
next day, on a party-line vote on
amendment after amendment after
amendment, the consumer side lost and
the drug industry side won.

The oil industry is writing energy
legislation for the Republicans, the
chemical industry is writing environ-
mental legislation, Wall Street is writ-
ing Social Security privatization legis-
lation, the insurance companies are
writing Medicare privatization legisla-
tion, and the pharmaceutical compa-
nies are writing prescription drug leg-
islation.

Mr. Speaker, it must stop.
f

PRESIDENT CALLS FOR NEW
ETHIC OF RESPONSIBILITY

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of President Bush’s plan to cut
down on corruption in America’s cor-
porate community. The President’s
plan creates tough new criminal pen-
alties and enforcement provisions to
punish those who refuse to play by the
rules.

This is America, and those who break
the law and threaten the integrity of
our financial markets must pay the
piper and return their ill-gotten gains.

Mr. Speaker, the House earlier this
year took steps to codify the Presi-
dent’s plan into law, even before his ad-
dress on Wall Street. On March 7, the
President first said that CEOs or other
corporate executives should not profit
from erroneous financial statements.
He also said that corporate officers
who clearly abuse their power should
not serve in the leadership of public
companies.

The House overwhelmingly passed a
bipartisan accounting reform bill in
April that included both of these ini-
tiatives. When the President called, the
House responded.

As we continue to install a new ethic
of corporate responsibility, we must
strike the right balance between em-
powering the SEC to do a better job
and not overregulating or tying our-
selves up in unnecessary red tape. At
the end of the day, we must punish the
crooks, not the honest brokers.

f

CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, corporate
responsibility. Well, my colleagues,
Enron got away with robbing thou-
sands of pension holders from their life
savings, and millions of Americans are
watching us, waiting to see why there
is a double standard. Why is it that
someone who walks into the local gro-
cery store, who picks up maybe a box
of Cracker Jacks gets thrown into jail
and the CEOs that rob thousands and
millions of people, pensioners and re-
tirees, of their life savings do not have
anything going against them. No
record, no nothing. They are let off
with hardly a scandal.

The other thing I want to bring up is,
why are we allowing for corporate
America to get away with not paying
for the pollution that they create in
our waters, in particular Superfund
sites? I have two Superfund sites in my
own district now, and I ask why is it
that we are giving them a break to get
off the hook? It is not fair for our com-
munities.

Why should the consumers and the
taxpayers that I represent have to pay
for corporate America’s mistakes and
mishaps? We ought to use a big stick,
not a pillow, and we ought to talk big
and make punishment real for those
people that break the law.
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